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 Ar. Cherry Dara S. Redulla
 

Dara is never afraid to question 
accepted norms.  This free spirit even 
has the ability to convince you to do the 
same.

 Ar. Teodorico P. Salud
 

Teod is a man who really works well 
with his hands, be it at the project site 
or the pool hall.  

 NP,  Ar. Rozanno Cruz Rosal
 

Sonny is truly a born leader.  
Determined and hardworking, he is a 
visionary that puts ideas and dreams 

into fruition.

 Ar. Mary Anne M. Gannaban
 

In everything she does, Jinky is the 
go-to gal.  She really means business, 
and you can count she will do the job, 
and do it well!

 Ar. Pamela Q. Del Rosario
 

Peeya raises the bar when it comes to 
dedication.  A professional, mother, wife, 

and very active UAP member

 Ar. Armin B. Sarthou, Jr.
 

His wisdom is the only indication of his 
age.  His energy, passion for the 
profession, and light heartedness lets 
Armin hang as one of the boys

 Ar. Carlo Gianni B. Bustos
 

One might mistake Calobu for the 
Energizer Bunny, except he is better 
looking of course. And his zeal for art, 
beauty, and life remains to be 
unmatched. 

 Ar. Dylan J. Melgazo
 
 Despite his commitments in various 
causes, especially in protecting our 
marine environment, Dylan generously 
donates his talents to other noteworthy 
causes such as the UAP Post

 Ar. Gabriel P. Limgenco 

Naturally curious about the world, 
Miggy is willing to try (almost) anything 

at least once. Somethings he will like so 
much, he gets obsessed. Such is the 

case with architecture.

 Ar. Nadine Dizon-Reyes

Even at the toughest times, Nadine 
remains composed and can resolve any 

problem gracefully and with poise. 
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 We, in the tropics, find ourselves in sweltering April and the days' scorching heat can only be 
translated into the hot topics that the 39th UAP National Convention (NatCon) offers this month as well 
as the parallel topics in this issue.

 The NatCon presents two streams of lectures which offer participating architects various ideas by which to 
better equip themselves, understand the practice, and open their options to a wider field of services, specializations 
and alternate collaborations.  One lecture series tackles the topic, “Filipino Architects into Global Practice” – which 
may serve to clear the Filipino architects' entrance into the global melee of architectural practice.  The second lecture 
series is on “The Business of Architecture” – a reality check that the practice of architecture may also entail setting up 
and managing an office to include awareness of laws, as well as ethical practice and professionalism.  With its theme 
of One Vision, One Direction, One UAP, the National Convention makes a call to members of the profession to walk in 
unison in the one road towards the betterment and welfare of the Filipino architect.

 Coincidentally, our promise in the last issue to include more material regarding the G.A.T.S. - General 
Agreement on Trade in Services - seems most serendipitous for us all as this topic will, likewise, be on the visual and 
aural horizon at the NatCon.  In support of the discussions and information concerning this Agreement, we have 
gathered additional article contributions from several of our colleagues: the research and commentary of Arch. 
Armand Alli (Consulting Architect & former PRBoA Chair); the declarations made at the Balangkasan Forum on the

One UAP Post EDITORIAL

 In addition, we have included other articles from Architects Jorge Mission (Mt. Kanla-on Chapter) for his “Agritecture” initiatives and 
attended and witnessed by Arch. Malou Gutierrez (District Director for A4); Arch. Teodorico Salud (Diliman Chapter) for his insights on the choice of 
whether to be an employee- or employer-architect; and Arch. Maria Cynthia Ylagan-Funk (Alabang Chapter) for her reportage regarding a lecture 
on the subject of Design-Build services.  These article offerings kindle the architect's imagination and resourcefulness, within the bounds of ethics, 
regarding his decisions on career path choices, professional strategies and the creation of opportunities for unique collaborations.

 The selection of our articles and topics being in unison with the battle cry of the 39th UAP National Convention is but apt & fitting because we 
most welcome what will benefit and improve the lot of the members of this profession.  Will not two vibrating reeds make a louder sound that just one?  
Repetition is but emphasis.

 When a community of farmers makes a concerted and unified effort to eradicate pests that destroy their crops and threaten their 
livelihood, they obtain a better yield from the land.  There is strength in numbers.

 When a dragon boat rower intensely sweeps his oar in the same direction as his teammates towards the finish line, they swiftly overtake 
other dragon boats in the water.  Fortitude with direction enables one to get the required results.

 When the repeated action of slow trickling water works over time on calcium salts, it creates wonderful rock formations.  Patience is a 
virtue; and time is our ally.

G.A.T.S. contributed by Arch. Armand Sarthou, Jr. (Head of the Professional Development Commission); and the outlook of Arch. Carlo Gianni Bustos 
(President, UAP Diliman Chapter) regarding this foreseeable occurrence.

 What, do you suppose, are the possibilities 
when the architects make echoed, united and resolute 
efforts towards attaining what they envision for 
themselves?  May the words of the philosopher and 
psychologist, William James, motivate us to seek each 
other's welfare:

“The community stagnates without the impulse of the 
individual; the impulse dies without the sympathy of the 
community.”

 Let us strive to live up to the name of truly being 
the United Architects of the Philippines – an organization 
of architects who do their best in "protecting the 
profession, promoting the practice and serving its 
members"!
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Schedule of Seminars
Subject | Speakers     Date

HERITAGE

GREEN ARCHITECTURE

ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION

AGRI-TECTURE  

QC CBD MASTER PLAN

MAKATI CBD MASTER PLAN

CULTURE & ENVIRONMENT

ARCHITECTURE OF MARCOS ERA

BASIC CONSTRUCTION SAFETY 
FOR ARCHITECTS

BUILDING ADMINISTRATION

Ar. Tina Silao-Bulaong
Ar. Mico Manalo

Ar. Rosette Santos
Ar. Mike Guerrero

Ar. Nicolo Del Castillo
Ar. Jojo Gutierrez

Mr. Ramon Peñalosa

Ar. Bong Regala

Ar. Mike Tomeldan

Ar. Norma Alarcon

Ar. Gerard Lico

Ar. Teodorico Salud

Ar. Yael Sacris-Torrejos

Feb 16, 2013

Mar 09, 2013

Apr 06, 2013

May 04, 2013

May 18, 2013

Jun 01, 2013

TBA
(to be annouce)

5UAP POST • VOLUME 38 • ISSUE 03 • APRIL 2013



6 UAP POST • VOLUME 38 • ISSUE 03 • APRIL 2013



- WTO Wesite
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8... What Architects Need to Know...

6. What are the Basic Obligations under the GATS?  
“Obligations contained in the GATS may be categorized into two broad groups: General obligations, which apply directly 
and automatically to all Members and services sectors, as well as commitments concerning market access and national 

scope may vary widely between Members.  The relevant terms and concepts are similar, but not necessarily identical to 
those used in the GATT; for example, national treatment is a general obligation in goods trade and not negotiable as under 
the GATS.”  – WTO Website
6.1 General Obligations
“MFN Treatment: Under Article II of the GATS, 
Members are held to extend immediately and un-
conditionally to services or services suppliers of all 
other Members “treatment no less favorable than 
that accorded to like services and services suppli-
ers of any other country”. This amounts to a pro -
hibition, in principle, of preferential arrangements 
among groups of Members in individual sectors or 

-

- WTO Website

“Transparency: GATS Members are required, inter 
alia, to publish all measures of general application 
and establish national enquiry points mandated to 
respond to other Member’s information requests. 
Other generally applicable obligations include the 
establishment of administrative review and ap-
peals procedures and disciplines on the operation 
of monopolies and exclusive suppliers.” – WTO 
Website

“Market Access: Market access is a negotiated commitment in spec-

that are enumerated in Article XVI (2).  For example, limitations may 
be imposed on the number of services suppliers, service operations 
or employees in the sector; the value of transactions; the legal form 
of the service supplier; or the participation of foreign capital.” – WTO 
Website

“National Treatment: A commitment to national treatment implies that 
the Member concerned does not operate discriminatory measures 
benefiting domestic services or service suppliers. -
ment is not to modify, in law or in fact, the conditions of competition 
in favor of the Member’s own service industry.  Again, the extension 
of national treatment in any particular sector may be made subject to 

coverage and substantive content of such commitments as they see 

and constraints, overall and in individual sectors.  While some Mem-
bers have scheduled less than a handful of services, others have 
assumed market access and national treatment disciplines in over 
120 out of a total of 160-odd services.” – WTO Website

7. Can Commitments be Introduced or Improved Outside the Context of Multilateral Negotiations?  

8. Can Specific Commitments be Withdrawn or Modified?

“Yes, any Member/Economy is free to expand or upgrade its existing commitments at any time.” – WTO Website

these are to be granted on an MFN basis.” – WTO Website

9. Are there Special Provisions for Developing Countries?  
“Developing Countries’” (Members’/ Economies’) “interests have inspired both the general structure of the Agreement as well 
as individual Articles. In particular, the objective of facilitating the increasing participation of developing countries in services 
trade has been enshrined in the Preamble to the Agreement and underlies the provisions of Article IV.  This Article requires 

-
mestic services capacity; the improvement of developing countries’ access to distribution channels and information networks; 
and the liberalization of market access in areas of export interest to these countries.”

tors. Developing countries are thus given flexibility for opening fewer sectors, liberizing fewer types of transactions, and pro-

“While the notion of progressive liberalization is one of the basic tenets of the GATS, Article XIX provides that liberalization 
takes place with due respect for national policy objectives and Members’ development levels, both overall and in individual sec-

gressively extending market access in line with their development situation.  Other provisions ensure that developing countries 

determining access to and use of their telecommunications transport networks and services. In addition, developing countries 
are entitled to receive technical assistance from the WTO Secretariat.” – WTO Website
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13. Effect on R.A. No. 9266 (The Architecture Act of 2004)
Before GATS takes full effect in year 2020 in the PH, the following changes in the law on architectural practice in the PH 
may become necessary:
1) FAs may be allowed to practice on PH soil possibly without a collaborating RLA and without a special/ temporary 
permit (STP), possibly on a case to case basis with the corresponding Economy, assuming true reciprocal relations are 
established and if matters such as visa/ consular processes will not become obstacles to free cross-border movements/ 
practice; 
2) FAFs (juridical persons) may be allowed to practice architecture lawfully on PH soil together with FAs (natural 
persons); and
3) assumption of professional responsibility and civil liability by FAs and FAFs, at par with RLAs practicing locally i.e. 
but will also require ample professional liability insurance (PLI) coverage on the FA/ FAF (already in the present law but 
sorely lacking in the area of implementation and enforcement thus potentially depriving Filipino Clients of the full protection 
that PLIs can offer).

10. Four Modes of Supply of (Architectural) Services 
“The GATS distinguishes between four (4) modes of supplying services: cross-border trade, consumption abroad, com -
mercial presence, and presence of natural persons.” – WTO Website

10.4 “Presence of Natural Persons consists of persons of 
one Member/ Economy entering the territory of another 
Member/ Economy to supply a service (e.g. accountants, 
doctors or teachers.  The Annex on Movement of Natural 

-
erate measures regarding citizenship, residence or access 
to the employment market on a permanent basis” i.e. RLAs 
working in another Economy or Foreign Architects/ FAs law-
fully working on PH soil.” – WTO Website

territory of another Member/ Economy (e.g. banking or 

10.1  “Cross-Border Supply

Architectural Services transmitted via telecommunications 
or mail,” also refers to Knowledge Process Outsourcing/ 
KPO or Business Process Outsourcing/ BPO activities);” 
- WTO Website

10.2 “Consumption Abroad refers to situations where a ser-
vice consumer (e.g. tourist or patient or client) moves into 
another Member’s territory to obtain a service” (Wikipedia) 
i.e. Foreign Client’s coming over to the PH to meet with PH 
registered and licensed architects (RLAs) or Filipino Clients 
going to another Economy to meet with the FAs based in that 
Economy;

10.3 “Commercial Presence implies that a service supplier 
of one Member establishes a territorial presence, includ

architectural firms/ FAFs
PH architectural firms/ PAFs

-
ing through ownership or lease of premises, in another 
Member’s territory to provide a service (e.g. domestic sub-
sidiaries of foreign insurance companies or hotel chains” 

setting up shop in another Economy); and

11. APEC Architect Register 

the PH APEC Register.  The PH however, together with many Asian APEC Economies have opted in the interim for the 
collaborative mode of practice i.e. FAs from the 18 other APEC Members/ Economies may practice on PH soil only with 
a collaborating RLA.

 12. ASEAN Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA) on Architect Services 
Since 2008, or sometime after the ASEAN MRA on Architectural Services (to take full effect in year 2015) was signed by 
the then DTI Secretary (thus binding all RLAs), the ASEAN Architect (AA) program has steadily gained headway, with 
the PH still to qualify its initial batch of candidates for possible later elevation to AA status.  The ASEAN Economies have 
opted for the collaborative mode of practice i.e. FAs from the 9 other ASEAN Economies may practice on PH soil with a 
collaborating RLA and vice versa.
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ravity exists.  Remarkably, its existence never hin-

both the skies and the creatures that are capable 

the heavens as well.  It was not easy, obviously.  Without re-
searching, I would hypothesize that it has taken man thou-
sands of years for him to develop his brain to one, accept 
that he will never physically evolve into a creature that could 

give him the opportunity to travel through air.

soon exist.  I am not an expert on this Agreement but as far 
as my knowledge of the matter, it is a treaty by the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) on January 1995 to broaden the 
range of multilateral trading system to the service sector.  

those of a person who was born with sight and, later on, be-

fact remains that it is, from now – 2013, a slow-moving com-
et that will hit us.  Some are in fear of it like a missile set to 
destroy our country, but others, like me, see it as an exciting 
phase of our history.

-
lenge.  It is by far, not the end of the world, if you cannot 
conquer it.  But, like gravity, not conquering it could only 
result to a limited means to cover certain distances – putting 
one at a relative sluggish stride to success.
It goes without saying that my attitude towards the GATS 
is neither positive nor negative.  It is merely a feeling of se-
renity in accepting the things that we cannot change – as 

good Lord, is to change the things we can.  In this case, I am 

-
quering this impending challenge.
For one who came from a university with a reputation of 
having both iskolars and aktibistas, I tend to be too com-
placent regarding this topic.  Whilst an Iskolar ng Bayan’s 
tendency is to be quite abrasive to any new occurrence in so-
ciety and be resistant to popular belief, I, on the other hand, 
could be part of the population that says “bring it on” to this 
revolution.  And while others look at this Agreement as an 
“invasion” of foreigners into our comfortable practice akin 
to the arrival of Magellan and his friends on Philippine soil 

GATS….
So What? What now? 

Arch. Carlo Gianni B. Bustos
President / UAP Diliman Chapter

in our distant past, it is also encouraged to see it as our 
invasion of their land, too, just to be fair.
What hinders me from being against this Agreement is 

-
ing this occurrence for me is acceptance of our defeat.  
Being uncompromising to this treaty is recognition 
of our incompetence as compared to our neighboring 
countries’ competence.  I still believe, by virtue of na-
tionalism and Filipino pride, that we are far from being 
unskilled and incapable.  We have the typical rotten ap-
ples among our bunch; so do they.  Could it be that the 
instilled colonial mentality be the fear of this agreement 
that is eating us alive?  Because, due to this unfortunate 
trait of Pinoys, we fear that our Pinoy clients will pick 
foreign professionals to do Pinoy projects in the Philip-
pines?  Do we fear the double standard that Pinoy cli-

sum to a foreign practitioner and shortchange a Pinoy 

I would not say that these scenarios I painted are far 

this agreement should be like a mindset of a child to-
wards learning.  At the end of the day, we should always 
learn something.  Experience is always a good teacher 
as per the cliché.
Why fear? Say that a foreigner was chosen by the said 
Pinoy client with colonial mentality; the project is a 
building in Makati; the Pinoy architects are under that 
foreign architect, along with the many Pinoy workers 
that would be working on that project.  Ultimately, at 
the end of the project, we could always see the glass as 
half full: that we will learn something new that could 

this treaty, it could also be possible that a Pinoy profes-
sional could spearhead a project abroad over and above 
their local professionals and workers.  “Bilog ang mun-

Why fear? Should it not be that we should have the up-
per hand in terms of knowing our beloved Philippines 
like the back of our hands?  Who would know better 
of the climate of this country, our storm frequency, our 
drainage conditions, our politics, our millions of idio-
syncrasies but Pinoys themselves.  Should that not be 
comforting as an “alas” (ace) we have over these foreign 
“invaders”, as some see them?  Besides, do we not de-
clare our self-respect, referring to ourselves as a race 
that possesses “agimat” (a talisman) in our blood? 
I am well aware that there are factors that hinder one’s 
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issues in economics – a factor that is quite valid, especially 
in a third world country as ours.  Our limitations make the 
struggle to succeed in our country versus our fellow Pinoys 
are already frustrating.  Adding more competitors to the mix 
does not quite make sense of the already perplexing formula 
to success.  Yet, it is strange that I am not as fazed as I should 
be.  I am 33 years old, more than 10 years as an Architect 
and had my share of triumphs and lows, prestige and recog-
nitions sometimes, turmoil occasionally, but still not quite 
“there” yet.  When I say “there”, I pertain to that level of suc-
cess that an architect could be where he or she already has 
that comfortable position to claim competence in his or her 

-
-

you.  Hopefully, upon seeing you “up there”, it would inspire 

How could we be so naïve to think that change is a bad thing 
all the time?  How could we think that conjured agreements 
which promote mutual interaction with other countries can 
be all that harmful?  How could we think that globalization 

backward thinking of looking back at the time when the 
Spaniards invaded us and stayed here for 300 years oppress-
ing the Filipino people is a very elementary way of thinking.  
Are we still that kind of Pinoy from that part of history?  Are 
we still that kind of Pinoy who would be meek towards ad-
versaries, timid and dependent?  Should we not already be 

of oppression that eventually explode in the form of rallying 
in mobs?
Globalization is not new.  Globalization enabled us to build 
buildings and not live in huts.  Globalization enabled us to 

-
ters and that they are called constellations.  Globalization 
enabled us to learn about people like Zaha Hadid, Tadao 
Ando and Frank Lloyd Wright.  Globalization enabled us to 
hold iPhones and press keys on the keyboard of our laptops.  
Globalization enabled us to write about globalization on 
our MSWord whether for or against globalization.  Yes, glo-

instead of just goods and products, it includes services, as 
well.  Again, like gravity, globalization is not new.  It exists.  
Soon, GATS will, too.  As I mentioned about the backward 
thinking, how much hypocrisy and naïveté must we feed 

fear of globalization is similar to a stereotype of an old man 
not wanting to understand how to use an iPhone, for exam-
ple.  Instead of learning how to use it, he succumbs to just 
commenting on how bad it is.

my career, I still feel lacking in technical skill and experi-
ence.  We are all going to face the unknown in 2015, as we 
always do…daily.  In all honesty, it is extremely possible that 
in 2015, projects would be scarcer in our country for fellow 
Pinoy architects as the “rivalry” with architects of other na-

tionalities will grow.  For all we know, it is possible, too, 
that in 2015, the struggle will be so intense that I may 
feel as horrible as the people that dislike this Agreement 
today.  For all we know, people will be saying “I told you 
so, GATS is bad,” to my face and make me want to retract 
everything I wrote here.  Granting that all the horror sto-
ries and negative speculations about this agreement shall 
be true, what should we do on 2015 and onwards? Be a 
punching bag and let the wave of competition pummel 
us down and out?  What would we do this 2013?  While 

that is coming – rallying in vain against the looming trea-

we see it as a war or adversary, then let us prepare to do 
battle.  If now I feel unequipped, I would simply equip 
myself, or at least try, by building good reputation, do-
ing good work, being active in the UAP as it would be a 
credible reference, among other referrals, study, attend 
seminars, learn, go to conventions and exhibits, interact, 
explore, travel, read, repeat.  If, on that day, I still am in-
adequate, then I would learn on the job like we always do, 
as architects.  If on that day onwards, we cannot  compete 
in, say, high-rise due to either the politics, the colonial 
mentality, or simply the sad truth that we still are not up 
to par, then move on to mid-rise.  If mid-rise is still a 
hostile territory, then low-rise.  If not, residential and so 

-

Let the chips fall where they may.  Let nature take its 
course.  Let all the clichés be applied to give us comfort 
in our beliefs.  But let us not be stagnant.  Let us not be 
at a standstill and just be in protest.  In the end, it is a 
question, too, of: “Who wants it more?  Who wants to 
succeed?  Who wants to defy gravity by soaring up in the 
air, gliding above ground?”

-
curring question throughout my essay – “Why do we 
fear?” – with a part of my inaugural speech during our 
33rd Anniversary and Induction ceremonies last July 14, 
2012: “I will recall one of my favorite stories in the bible, 
which is the Parable of the Talents.  I confess that I do not 
know which book or verse it came from but essentially it 

let us borrow to fruitful use.  Such is one of the virtues 
I live by: to complement our good Lord by not keeping 
our talents and work from seeing the light of day.  Hence, 
I encourage you to spread your ability.  And, the abilities 
of an architect are amazingly abundant.  We are Renais-
sance men.  Multi-tasking is one of our traits.  Doing our 
best is and should be a default.” 
We have nothing to fear that we cannot overcome.  Let us 

of professionals like no other.  We are Filipino Architects: 
proud and hopefully, a tad bit crazy.

(For further discussion, Arch. Carlo Gianni Bustos may 
be reached at: calobu@dlabarchitects.com  or  +63 917 
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hakespeare’s famous phrase, “To be, or not to 
be, that is the question”  from the soliloquy 
Hamlet, could very well be a metaphor that 

can be attributed to the profession of Architecture—
such that an Architect’s chosen path for a given pe-
riod in his career can (at times) be the determining 
factor between life and death. 

Let’s throw in some stats.  In the Philippines, there is 

Architecture Licensure Exam (ALE) that results in 
an average passing rate of 52% per exam and brings 
us to approximately 30,000 licensed Architects in the 
Philippines as of January 2013 ALE.  In the USA, re-
cent and various internet statistics show that 25-30% 
of Architects are self-employed and, while there is a 
steady increase in the number of licensed Architects, 
there is also reason to believe that unemployment 
rate is at approximately 13%.  Back here in the Philip-
pines, there are no conclusive employment statistics 
pertaining to Architects - as our profession is lumped 

-
taken for another profession that ends with an “ing”).  
If one is immersed in the industry, he or she may 
be able to generate his or her own average statistics 
based on experience.  But general statistics alone, 
formally or informally-gathered, cannot determine 
the contributing factors that lead to these numbers.  
Employment information in any profession is always 

-
lieu, competitiveness of the country’s educational 
institutions, competitiveness of the individual pro-
fessional, local and global legislation, access to global 
information and education, industry demand, indi-
vidual exposure to the industry and (the bitter truth) 
whom you know, or better yet, who knows you.  We 
all know that Architecture is a rendered service and, 
in the hierarchy of people to serve, interpersonal re-

By:  Ar. Teodorico A. P. Salud, uap

To Be, Or Not To Be 
(In Employment), That is….

openly advertise, right?!  Well, we can engage in the 
next best thing (or better thing): marketing—but 

-

all boils down, then, to the Architect’s current and/
or projected personal circumstances, personal goals 
and risk appetite.  An Architect’s personal circum-
stance encompasses everything about his or her life, 
for instance (and in no particular order): age, health, 
locality and local opportunities, foreign opportuni-

-
dentials, and individual satisfaction level.  Some cir-
cumstances are so compelling that they completely 
and absolutely dictate the Architect’s path.  An Ar-
chitect’s personal and professional set of goals can 
also dictate his or her path and may even (also) be so 
compelling that they can supersede any of his or her 

-
jor factor: Risk Appetite—which does not only ap-
ply to monetary investments but also to any under-
taking by any person.  It is similar to one’s comfort 
level—attained through the amalgamation of all his 
or her personal circumstances and/or personal and 
professional goals.  Simply put, it is a level wherein, 

stake his practice and his future on.

When it boils down to it, the choice does not have 
to be just one or the other; rather, it can be both.  
I myself have chosen both paths, as circumstances 

-
ners or associates in the practice is both being on 
your own and in employment at the same time.  It 

-
fessions.  And so, to complete the title of this article 
and to not necessarily solve your own riddle: To be 
or not to be… that is ultimately up to you, the Ar-
chitect.
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an activity that is aimed at being a mix between fun and thought-

Dubbed a Burger GMM, it was held at the Jollibee fast-food outlet 
in Santana Grove, Parañaque, complete with the usual fare any kid 
(at heart) would desire - from the sweet spaghetti, to the chicken 
joy, fries & sundae... going all the way to the event being graced by 
the favorite mascot, Jollibee!  His most impressive dance number 
and that bright and sunny smile plastered on his face proved ade-
quate to take all the architects’ tiredness away at the end of a long, 
working week.

-
bership meeting (GMM) ought to be is the chance to give our 
constituents the most learning about the architectural practice.  

from the Batangas Chapter, who was to expound about the De-

Apparently, there are many ways to be an architect and the quest 
could be tricky.  Currently, we see that it takes a deep understand-
ing of what the practice is all about in relation to the other profes-
sions, what we are trained and prepared for, what we are capable 
of, and what we are allowed by law.  And all through it, we always 
seem to be on a struggle of some sort... while wishing that we can 
still set time aside to actually just design with that “goose bump 
factor”, program and, undeniably, build.  

To an architect, it may seem natural for the act of designing and 
building to be two collaborative actions.  Yet, it is precisely this di-

answered it by stating that there is, for him, a mistaken impression 
  .dengised sah eh tahw dliub ot tcetihcra na rof lacihtenu si ti taht

(As we say it, magtayo vs. mangontrata.)  In addition, we ought to 
know that, as Registered and Licensed Architects (RLA), what we 

-
tainly inherent in the architectural practice to build, and the way 

-
struction are taboo.

Very interestingly, Architect Briones discussed how lucrative the 
practice of Design-Build Services could be for the Filipino archi-
tect.  He even postulates that while there is much ado over such 
talk regarding the Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA) among 
ASEAN & APEC member nations about to take place in 2015 and 
then further in 2020, as well as the other equally and seeming-
ly threatening changes in the practice represented by acronyms 
such as the GATTs, WTO or even PCAB, there is truly no cause 
for alarm if the Filipino architect knows what power there is in 
the practice of Design-Build Services.  (N.B.: �e chance to learn  
more about the acronyms mentioned presents itself at the April 18-

20, 2013 UAP National Convention.)

Architect Briones also discussed extensively how this service 
is done via Administration and by Guaranteed Maximum 
Cost, all of which are discussed in our UAP documents.  By 

and an architect practicing the Design-Build Service is that, 
as architects, we allow ourselves to be subjected to periodic 

practice of architecture.  As of now, he believes it is one man’s 
crusade (while I posit that there could be silent supporters) 
yet senses a promising course of action in this advocacy and is 
seen by him as the way to go.

“Let’s help one another; life is short,” he further proposed, 
while also endorsing tandems among architects - between 
those who are more adept at designing structures potent in 
concept with those who are instead masterful in construction.  
As we move ahead, Architect Briones went on to say that we 
shall see a nexus between designing and building, indubitably 
aided by an expertise in costing and estimation, modern tech-
nology and a hands-on approach in working with trade labor-

agreed that we looked forward to having him back to further 
discuss how we can practice our profession as we should.

Back out there in the real world, without talking about such 
matters in the open, it is where we come to realize and de-
clare that there are indeed deviations to the Code of Ethics 
we have sworn to uphold.  What we pronounce, therefore, as 
Architect’s Credo may become merely lip service.  Before we 
know it, we hide from the truth, the profession ceases to be 
honorable - and we could be all covered in mud.

In the book “Into the Wild” by John Krakauer, I found the 
following excerpts as I think about which direction we might 

-

cared for or it may be shattered... their course of secret action 
brought the kind of devastation that could cut them.... a mur-
der of everyday’s truth.”   

-

profession - in more ways than one.

UAP POST • VOLUME 38 • ISSUE 03 • APRIL 201318



1919UAP POST • VOLUME 38 • ISSUE 03 • APRIL 2013




	p1,9-12,15-17,20
	p13 - p14 corrected
	p18 - p19 corrected
	p2 - p3 corrected
	p4 - p5 corrected
	p6 - p7 - p8 corrected



